
1.3 Ohio River Greenway: Current Maintenance Practices & Anticipated Needs 
The first step to creating a maintenance program is to understand current and anticipated needs 

and assess the local capacity to meet them. Currently, maintenance of the Ohio River Greenway 

is handled by various departments within each of the three communities. Table 4 summarizes the 

current approach to maintenance. This information was gathered through interviews with 

officials from the three Ohio River Greenway communities.  

 

Table 4. Current Practices 

  Clarksville Parks 
& Recreation 

 New Albany 
Flood Control 

District 

 Jefffersonville 
Parks and 
Recreation 

 

Jeffersonville 
Redevelopment 

 

Mowing  Y  Y  Y 
(Contract out) 

  

Edging  Y  Y  Y 
(Contract out) 

  

Landscaping  Y  Y  Y 
(Contract out) 

  

Trash/Debris  
Removal 

 Y  Y  Y   

Graffiti 
Removal 

 Y  Y  Y   

Signage   N  Y   Y  

Gate & 
Fencing  

 --  Y   Y  

Lighting   Y 
(Contract out) 

 Y   Y  

Drainage & 
Riprap Areas 

 Not Yet  Y  N N  

Benches   Y  Y   Y  

Picnic Tables   Y  Y   Y  

Garbage Cans  Y  Y  Y Y  

Play 
Structures 

 --  Y  -- --  

Flagpoles  Y  Y   Y  

Docks   --  Y   Y  

Seasonal Care 
(i.e. snow 
removal, 
flooding, etc.) 

 N  Y  N N  

Other         

 



The interviews revealed common concerns. For example, none of the communities currently uses 

a mobile application to capture trail user concerns, although there is expressed interest in doing 

so in the future. Many robust models exist currently: one well-designed example is the Louisville 

Mobile “suite” of apps, created by Ohio River neighbor Louisville, KY, which includes user 

feedback options for the 100-mile Louisville Loop multi-use path.i Additionally, all three 

communities anticipate a range of repairs to the asphalt and concrete trailways and bridge decks 

in the near future, and are concerned with associated costs.   

 

Taking or updating an inventory of fixed assets is another important step in managing 

maintenance planning. The Ohio River Greenway inventory was created using GISCloud, a 

mapping software, to list and map its fixed assets. The major challenge in creating an inventory 

is to define its scope: determining the relevant distance from the trailway edge, whether to count 

trees and other natural features, whether and how to note the presence of above or below ground 

fiber optic and power lines, what trail uses are allowed, and so on. If the trail is in an urban 

setting, it might be useful to inventory trail crossings, noting elements such as crossing width and 

type, signage and pedestrian signals, and ADA accessibility for the ramp and grade.
ii
 There are 

numerous, customizable inventory templates available online, and the Ohio River Greenway 

inventory template is included in Appendix C.  
 
                                                           
i
Net Tango, Louisville Mobile 
ii
 11/07/2014, Personal email communication with Amy Hartzog and Dawn Ritchie.  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=1&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CCcQFjAA&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.giscloud.com%2F&ei=uBXuVNO8L8m4ggS044OICA&usg=AFQjCNF0XSENKvar-UhWU1FRd0f7pgzE8Q
https://itunes.apple.com/us/app/louisville-mobile/id396209000?mt=8
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